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(ey Taces | on me, that I Pould reign : Hg 
bowbeit the Kingdom 7s turned about, And 


1 


become my rother's.; for it was his 
from the advan flaw 26 LoodMfout 


; "HA TSOEY. ER Things (aith 80.1 Paul 
ime, Were Writ- 

tes for our Learning (a). The Ac- 
counts given us in Te Holy Scrip- 6 
hures of Avings of remarkable Tranſact ions in 
mer Times, were not ſet before us only to 


+ 


inuſe 7 or excite 1 in us that vain Delight Which 
Fa A 2 Ide 992.51 02 ariſes, 
6% Roni, 15. | > ctT x (4) 1 
, % 
: [ 
? a 


44A eee er 
aariſes, hen odd and ſurprizing Events ſtrike Ups 
on our Fancy; but tofafford us an Occaſion gf 
making ſuch Reflections and Inferences, as may 
| hegfefulgo us in the ConduÞfourMife, The 
Merkdd Hiltofy, ag Well as en 0 


Grin, 


ee 


mii of che ſame. Ends, and attempt the Accom 
1 4 of them with, the fame Kihd of Mean 

- aSareuſed now-a«days": So that wirkt reſpeR te 
the Moral, as well as the NaturabWorld, we may 
very well put the Preacher's Queſtion, 1s thert 
ah Vinng new, dub tec it may be ſaid, See, this 
al d? And the Anſwer muſt be the ſame wit 
his, I hathi been already f Old Time which wa 
Sefore ur The Things that happen in the ſeve 
gab Ages of the World, are of, the ſame Nature 
though attended with different Circumſtances. 
Wherefore I have offered the Words of th. 
Tent to be the Subject of your Meditation at thi 
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(5) 2 Tim. in. 15. (e) Eecleſ. i. 9. (d) Eecleſ. i. 10. 
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rüde WEILILS. 
Time, God having fo lately ſurprized us with 
an Event of the fame Waile With that men- 
| tioned. in them, and preſented to our View 4 
er ont. They are a Speech made 

n eba ſoon after the Advancement of her 
to che Throne, by eAdonijah; who 

en] —— a Pretender to the Crown of Hracl, 
A to:uſher in a Petition, which King Solomon, as 
ſoon as he orci of It, e cont be Treafon- 
ables 01 1 O NY1 907 
5 They contain in hain theſs' Everal: Heads 'of 
_—_— which deſerve our dt ur Ne 


W ej 4 ic 8 00 a * 2108 


— 1 Pretender's Aſſertion or Declaration of 
ht to the Crowyn of 'ſſrael. Thon knoweft 
"ay i Rig \Kyngdom was mine, and that all Traelfe 
their Pa, that I ſhould reign. 
II. His Diſappointment. *Howbeit the King- 
dom i turned about, and is become my Brother. 
III. The Perſon who gave this bl Turn 
the Kingdom, ſet before us in thoſe Words, Fr i. it 
was bit from the Lord. Each of theſe Heads par- 
ticularly confider'd, will ſoon appear proper to 
eruite in us Thoughts p ab to Oy een Oc- 
oe e en ene 
94015 0 111141 6 We Doi 35119 21 
I. Let us take e ofle Prana aba 
34 Aſſertion or Declaration of his R ight "to 
the Orown of Iſrael. Thou knot 
that the Kingdom was mine, and that all e ſee 
their Faces on me, &c. Which Words do SONY 
— what he N his Preten 


055 ſions 
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bons ley his Hopes of Succeſs upon, vis. His 
Right of Inheritance, and the Favour of __ Peo- 
ple of Iſrael. Den den een 

His Right of Inheritance Ipplied\s in -thok 
Words; the Kjngdom-is' mine; for the Truth of 


Which, he has. the Confidence to appeal to the 


Queen: Mother her ſelf; ſaying, IB no it 
For hat Reaſon lie utters himſelf with ſo much 
Confidence, we may ſoon learn, by looking into 
the Liſt of David's Sons; by which it appears 
very probable, that he was at that time David's 
Eldeſt Son. There were indeed three of David's 
Sons which were born before him. For theſe, 
faith the | Hiſtory, (e) were the. Suns of David, 
'avwhich\. were” born unto him in Hebron : The E "rſt 
'boyn,. Ammon f eAhinoam the Jezreeliteſs: The 
Second, Daniel of Abigail, the Carmeliteſs.: The 
Third,” 400 alom the Son of Maacha,' the Daughter 
of. Talmai King of Geſhur : T be Ritz 2 85 
. the Son of Haggitz. 
No eAmmon or Ammon, Tac: murder at an 
Entertainment in H alom's Houſe; eAbſalom 
Hhimſelf was ſlain in Battle, in the Rebellion 
ich he raiſed againſt his Father: And we may 
reaſonably — that Daniel, or Chileab; as he 
zs Elſewhere called, died a natural Death before 
dis Father. For there appears no Reaſon why 
eAdonijah ſhould {peak as he does in the Fext, 
but ds Priority of Birth, or in modern Language, 
his Hereditary _ as eldeſt + of the 
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The next Words tell us what he grounded his 
Hopes of Succeſs upon, or what Intereſt he had 
to fupport his Title, ' vis, The Favour of the Peo- 
ple; 1 Iſrael ſet their Faces on me, that I ſhould 
Feigen. That he was an enterprizing Young Man, 
and had endeavoured to make a Party among 
the People, cannot be diſputed. The Hiſtory 
tells us, that he was of a comely Aſpect, and that 
he affected to appear Great. H is Ambition car- 
ried him ſo far at laſt, as that, like another eAb- 
ſalom, he ſet himſelf up as King in his Father's 
Life-time: And he had ſome Men of great Fi- 
gure and Quality of his Side, as Joab, wo had 
deen David's General, and eAbiathar the High- 
Prieft. - This Joab had ſuch an Intereſt in the 
People at David's firft coming to the Crown of 
Irael, and for ſome time afterwards, as to be out 
ofthe Reach of Juſtice, as the King confeſt on oc- 
caſion of the Murder of eAbzer, ſaying, Theſe 
Men, the Sons of Zgruiah, be too bard for me (. 
But his Intereſt was now declined, that of 
Nathan the Prophet, and Bathſheba, prevailing 
apainſt-him. But however eAdonijab having cal- 
led theſe Malecontents and their Accomplices to 
bis Aſſiſtance, made a bold Attempt, as we find 
in the Hiſtory, where we are told, that this 
Pretender ae himſelf, ſaying, 1 will be Ring: 
and. be 1 him Chariots and Horſemen, and 
Men to run before him (g). One, Occaſion of 
lis Preſumption was his Father's too great Fong: 
WEST. Es NE nels 
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Or Sam, ii. 39, (0 1 Kings v. 6. 
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as and Tridu 
had not diſpleaſed him as any time, in f, — oh 
haſt #hou done ſo * * To all this it is added 

he Was a goodly Mn. 

Now the Goodlineſs of his Aspect, che! * 
Pavour, and the State which he took upon him. 
ſelf, would do much to recommend him to the 
And if to theſe we add the Conſideration, 
that be was the King's Eldeſt Son, it will: appear 
noſtrang e thing that 75 ſhould have a ſtrong Par. 
ty in Traet. Nay, it appears that he had'prevail- 


ed with all the reſt of the King's Sons, except 


Solbmon, to favour his Attempt by their Preſence. 


For he called all his Brethren,” and all the Men of 


Judab, the King's Servants (b), except the few 


Whieli he made upon this Orcaſion 

But how confiderable ſoever his Party were, 
i could not be truly faid, that all I/rae/ ſet thei 
Face upon him that he ſhould 3 reign. For if they 
had, his Deſign would not have been fo ſuddenly 


blaſted, nor would: the very Report of Solomon's 


being proclaimed King, have had ſuch an Effect 
fon Shin: and thoſe that were with him. For 
pon the hearing of it we are told, that all the 


Guscſts that weve with eAdonijah were afraid, and 


roſe up and went every Man his way (i); and Ad- 
252h himſelf fled to the Altar as to a Sanctuary. 
And'this is woe comes next e to anke 


” * 
notice of. 2 L 61-48 W HOHJ T1507" 
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a TUNBRIDGE-WELLS. » 
un The Diſappointment which this bold Pre- 
ender met with. Howbeit (faith he) the Ring- 
in ig turned about, and i become my Brothers. 
Though his Affairs appear'd in ſo fair a way; 
yet his Deſign was entirely defeated in an inſtant. 
For Care Was taken by the Friends of King So- 
non, to give Information of what was done to 
king David, who was at that time confin'd to 
his Chamber by his Infirmities. Upon Applica- 
tion made to him by Bathſheba and Nathan the 
Prophet, the King gore Orders for his Son Solo- 
mz to be anointed King, according to the Reſo- 
lution which he had before taken, and the Obli- 
ration Which he lay under to ſettle the Crown 
upon his Son Solomon. Accordingly Nathan the 
Prophet, Tadoł the Prieſt, and Benaizh the Son 
of Jehoiada, who was chief Captain of the 
Guards, plac'd Solomon on the King's Mule, 
brought him to Gihon, and anointed him King, a 
eat Number of People having been gather'd 
dgether upon that Occaſion ; the Noiſe of whom 
hon came to eAdonijah and his Gueſts, who all 
ppear ſtruck with Terror at the News. He 
Ind they ſoon betake themſelves to Flight, and 
he Footmen, or Mob, who were hired to at- 
end him, quickly diſperſed themſelves. _ 


- 


III. The next thing to be conſider'd is, who 
hve this great Turn to the Kingdom, expreſs'd 
I theſe Words, For it was his from the Lord: Tt 
as Jehovah the God of Hrael, who transferr*d 
lie Kingdom to Solmom. 


2 


hoy 
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only that Solomon was put into the Poſſeſſion of 


. eAvonijah might perhaps eſteem King Solumm 
an Uſurper, a. King de facto, or in Poſſeſſion 
only, ſet up by the Permiſſion, and not with 


for the ſerving of wiſe and glorious Ends, fuffers 
Wicked Men to ſucceed for a while in their 
wicked Enterprizes, by the various Turns which 
it gives to the Affairs of Mankind, raiſing up 
one, and caſting down another. But certainly 
he did not deſign that the Queen-Mother ſhould; 


them, we have a Pretender who had claimed : 


mies round about: for his Name ſhall be Solomo 


The Words are proper to ſignify to us, not 


the Kingdom, but alſo that the Right thereto 
was conferr'd upon him by the Lord. 


the Approbation of Providence, which often, 


thus underſtand his Words: She took them as a. 
Acknowledgment of her Son's Right, and as 
ſuggeſting the true Foundation of his Title, the 
Appointment of God. And thus underſtanding 


Crown as his own by Hereditary Right, as thi 
Eldeſt Branch of the Royal Family, acknowledg 
ing his Younger Brother to be King Jure Diving 
by the Divine Appointment. And this was thi 
Truth of the Caſe. God did appoint Solomon by 
Name to be King after David, as appears fron 
the expreſs Words of King David. The Mord 
the Lord (faith he) came to me, ſaying, Bebol 
4 Som ſhall be born of thee, who ſhall be a Man ( 
Rei, and I will give him Red from all his Ent 


and he ſhall be my Son, and I will be his Fathel 
and I will eſtabliſh the Throne of his en, 2 
a 5 e | 7 1 rag 


rae for ever (). So that God, who was 
Wleaſed in the Caſe of Saul and David, to direct 


the People what particular Perſon to chuſe, did 
uſo in this Caſe give timely Notice to David, 
rho ſhould be his Succeſſor, to prevent that Con- 
uſion and Bloodſhed which might be occaſion'd, 


by the ambitious aſpiring Humour of ſome of 


hoſe many Sons which he had. So that David 


d not ſet up Solomon of his own meer Will and 


Pleaſure, or by his own Authority, but by the 
luthority of God himſelf. 

Thus have I given youa Repreſentation of the 
Caſe which the Words of my Text ſet before us; 
pive me leave to proceed, and ſhew how proper 
ach of theſe Particulars are to be obſerved, and 
low capa ble of being improved by us to very good 
Purpoſe, in the preſent Conjuncture of Affa irs. 

1. eAdonijah's Aſſertion of his Right to the 
Kingdom of 1/rael, gives us an Occaſion to take 
Notice of the Frivolouſneſs of the Pretence of 


thoſe, who have been for divers Years paving 


the Way for that inſolent Pretender, who has fo 
ng taken to himſelf the Stile of King of theſe 
Realms. They have endeavour'd to undermine 
lie preſent happy Settlement of the Crown on 
Is preſent Majeſty King George, and the Illuſtri- 
dus Houſe of Hanover, by advancing Notions in- 
donſiſtent with it; and to put the true Friends, 
ind moſt Loyal Subjects of his preſent Majeſty in 


Far, by endeavouring to make them believe, that 
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(k) 1 Chron, xxii, 8, 9, 19. 
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the Eyes of all the People of Great Britain wert 
ſet upon the Pretender, that he might reign. 

I cannot ſuppoſe you ſuch Strangers in Tra-], x 


reditaty Right, that is, the Pretence on whid 
eAdonijah founded his Claim, has been induſtt 
1 ouſly ſpread and propagated; for many Addreſ 


filled with it. The Friends of the Pretender hay 


Diſtinction, arraign the Laws of their Country 


more effectually to overthrow it, ſome of the 


to need my Information, that the Notion of A 


ſes, Pulpits, and Factious Pamphlets have bee 


taken care on many Occalions, to let us knoy 
what they mean by their Hereditary Right, vis 
Such a one as is not to be limited by an Ad 
Parliament; for ſo one of them tells us expreſ 
That Hereditary Right, and the Natural Alles 
ance due to it, is a ſtubborn thing, and will not ben 
even to an Act Parliament (J). Thus do tho 
Who affect to call themſelves Loyal by way « 


The preſent Settlement has been aſperſed, as 1 
founded only upon a Succeſsful Rebellion. Th 


C EE IO Ef I IT as ot . —o od to ond * 


ha ve proceeded fo far, as to endeayour to per 
Wade us, that it is unlawful to yield Obediend 
to a King in Poſſeſſion, who has not this Here 
ditary. Right to ſupport his Title. The Meme 
ry of our Fare lon: Deliverer King William ha 
been aſperſed and traduced by a thouſand vil 
Arts: and the moſt zealous Aſſerters and Defen 
ders of the preſent Settlement, have been expos' 
to the Rage and Fury of a Mercenasy Mob, f 


KY 


_—<_— a 
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(1). The.Good Old Cauſe, pag. 38. 
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Republicans, Men of Antimonarchical Princi- 
ples, and what not! £27 NO 
But I ſhall not now diſpute with them, what 
Blood it is that runs in the Veins of their Idol 
the Pretender, who was not born till ſufficient 
Precaution had been uſed, that neither her late 
Majeſty ſhould be preſent, nor divers others of 
thoſe, who were particularly Concerned to have 
detected a Fraud, and whoſe Teſtimony the Na- 
tion would have readily accepted and acquieſced 
in, becauſe it ſeems plain to me, that upon the 
moſt favourable Suppoſition that can be made 
concerning him, his Pretenſions to the Crown of 
this Realm are inſolent and abſurd. They pro- 
ceed upon a Principle that hath no Foundation 
in the Nature of the Thing, that has not the leaſt 
| Countenance afforded it, in the Word of God; 
that is directly contrary to our Conſtitution ; and 
that did not at all govern the Practice of our An- 
ceſtors in the Ages paſt, . 
The Principle is, that no one hath a Right to 
rule as King over us, but one who is next in Blood 


na to the Prince his Predeceſſor, or to him that laſt 
bad Right by Blood to reign. Thus did eAdoni - 
NC jab claim. | | 2225 
ha But if one demand a natural Reaſon, pointing 


out the right Heir to a Crown; we ſhall find, that 
the eldeſt Children of Princes are born with no 
more Signatures of Royalty, or Marks of Domi- 
nion upon their Bodies than other Men; as indeed 
when they grow up they have no Ornaments of the 
Mind but what they enjoy in common with N 

r . en; 
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Mien; ſo that it cannot be ſaid that God hath ſet 
His Mark upon them, to aſſure us that he deſign'd 
them for Kings and Princes upon the Earth. 
But beſides this, our natural Reaſon will ſoon 
convince us, if we conſider the Matter without 
Prejudice, that this Principle has a direct Ten. 
dency to overthrow all Government in the World. 
For if no Prince have a Right to reign, but he 
who can prove himſelf deſcended in the Right 
Light, from the eldeſt Branch of the Royal Fa. 
mily, a Man muſt be fatisfied in his own Mind, 
that the Prince he ſubmits to is of the eldeſt 
Branch of Noah's Family, and be able to run 
up his Pedegree as far back as the general Deluge, 
before he becomes obliged to obey him : Becauſe 
Noah, as Ruler in his own Family, muſt be own'd 
to have been once King of the whole World of 
Mankind. And if no Perſon is bound to obey any 
other as his rightful Prince till this Point is clear'd, 
there is an End of all Government at once. I may 
add, that this Principle deſtroys all particular King- 
doms and Governments immediately, and encloſes 
them in one Monarchy. For it makes Mabꝰs He- 


reditary Succeſſor to be univerſal Monarch of the 


World, and puts him at the Head of a Kingdom, 
which it is impoſſible for one Man to govern. We 
muſt upon this Principle conclude, that all the Prin- 
ces in the World, or at leaſt all but one, are U ſurpers. 

Now as Nature dictates no ſuch Principle, fo 
neither does it receive any Countenance from Re- 
velation. No, if it were the Deſign of God, that 


the Right of Primogeniture ſhould be accounted | 


ſacred 
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ſacred and inviolable in the Cafe of Dominion and 
Superiority, it is ſtrange, that he ſhould ſhew no 
more Regard to it, when he conferr'd Dominion 
upon particular Perſons. In the Family of Iſaac 
Jacob is raiſed above Eſau the firſt- born. In the 
Family of Jacob, Reuben the Eldeſt is diſgraced, 
and the Pre-eminence given to Judah. Saul, the 
firſt King of Iſrael, was deſcended from Benjamin, 
the youngeſt of all Jacob's Sons. And when God 
for the Wickednefs of Saul, reſolv'd to remove the 
Kingdom out of Saul's into another Family; Da- 
vid, the youngeſt Son of Jeſſe, is choſen by him 
before any of the reſt. And here, in the Caſe 
before us, Solomon, one of the younger Sons of 
David, is named by God to ſucceed him. After 
this, tho? the Kingdom of Judah continued in the 
Line of David till che Captivity ; yet we are not 
certain, that the eldeſt Sons 1n all Caſes ſucceeded 
to the Kingdom. It ſeems probable, that Abi- 
jah who reigned next to Rehoboam, was deſigned i 
by him for the Kingdom, not becauſe he was the "a 
Eldeſt of all his Sons, but becauſe he was his el- 
deft Son by his Queen Maacah, whom he loved 
above all his Wives and his Concubines (ui). 
Now though probably, when the King and the 
People had no Exception againſt him, the King's 
eldeſt Son ſucceeded his Father, as in the Caſe of 
Jehoram, to whom Jehoſhaphat gave the Ring dom, 
becauje he was his firſi-born (u); yet we are ex- 

preſly told 1n one Inſtance, that upon the . 
| 1 


PIG 


(n) 2 Chron. Xi. 20, 21. (1) 2 Chron. xxi, 3» 
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of the People, a younger Son ſucceeded before the 
Elder. For when JH died of his Wounds, the 

People of the Land took Jehoabas his Son, and madt 
him Ning in his Father's ſtead (0), who was but 
twenty three Years old, though his elder Brother 
Ehliakim was alive, at that Time, being aboy 
twenty four Years old. Now by this ſhort Ac. 
count of the Matter it appears, how little the Ti. 
tle of the eldeſt Son was favoured in the King, 
dom of Iſrael or Tudah,eſpecially where God took 
upon himſelf the Nomination of the Succeſſor, 
But the many Accounts that have been given 
of that Matter, make it - unneceſſary for me to 
ſep into the Province of others, to ſhew how in- 
conſiſtent the Notions advanced by the Adverſa- 
ries of his preſent Majeſty, are with the Lawsand 
Conſtitution of our Country, and the Practice of 
our Anceſtors, as the time ben me permits me 
not to enter upon that Work. Wherefore I ſhall 
conclude this Head with recommending to you 
the moſt proper and practical Inference to be 
made from what has been diſcourſed, which is to 
confirm and eſtabliſh ourſelves in that Allegiance 
which we bear to his preſent Majeſty. Let 
us entertain a ſtedfaſt Abhorrence of the vile 
Pretenſions of thoſe, who in Contempt of 
the Dictates of common Senſe, the Law of 
God, and the Conſtitution of their Country, to 
gratifie their own Pride or Revenge, would make Wi 
them a Captain to return again into 1 0 
5 f e ct Wt 
eat n=: 


(e) 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1, 2, 3.5 


iſely framed to extinguiſh the Title of all Po- 


nd which to the great Confuſion of the open 
Enemies of our Country Abroad, and its ſecret 
nemies at Home, have, through the Interpoſi- 
on of God's good Providence, taken place With- 


next hing to be confider'd, 


2 iT he Diſa ppointment of the piecegier A- 
und: is become my Brother's. A Caſe in a great 
ſo much Diſcourſe in the preſent Day. Our Eyes 
pal Succeſſor's, to the great Diſappointment of a 
Pretender that lays Claim to it as the next in 
Blood; and of all his Faction among us. 92 


And here, that our Hearts may be affected wich 
this Turn, we may take notice what it took its 


% — 18 — — YT 8 e 


nd of how great Conſequence. 


on this great Change, was the Demiſe of Her late 
Majeſty of Bleſſed Memory, whom after having 


% o& 2 e TT 


lnfirmit ies, God was pleaſed to takeuntohis Mer- 
y not ſuffering her to be expoſed any longer 
bthe'troubleſome Solicitations of any, whoſe too 
oo eager Purſuit of their 3 little Ends l 
ma 
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et us ſhew our Loyalty by our Adherence: to 
the Laws of our Country, which were moſt 


jþ Pretenders to the Crown of this Realm, 


ut a Th Oppoſition. | But this leads me to the 


imijab. The Lede, faith he, 4s turned about, 
eaſure reſembling that which is the Subject of 


ſee a Kingdom turned about, and become the Le- 


Riſe from, how compleat it is, how Surprizing, 


Now as to the Riſe of it; the Event which led 


ong ſtruggled with a 8 N umber of Pains and 
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take them capable of giving her Diſturbance hy 
their unſea ſonable Applicatiòns to Her. Whilſt ſhe 
labour'd under the Bitten of the Care of ſo great 

à People, and the unſteady Circumſtances of her 
Health call'd for Compaſſion, her Difficulties by 
ſome Accident or other ſeem to ha ve been increaſe 
a little before her laſt Moments: Fot Convulſiom 
ariſing in her Family, a dire Fore-runner, I wil 
not ſay an immediate Occaſion, of the Convulſi 
ons he ſoon after labour'd under herſelf, ſhe found 
Reaſon to lay aſide one of her great Miniſters, 
What or who made Way for his Remove, I en 
quite not, nor who clopetied to ſucceed him, ſince 
it hath pleaſed God of his great Goodneſs, to dired 
Her to place one in his ſtead, who has on divers 
Oecaſions, ſhewn his hearty Zeal and true Con 
cern fur the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
Which lay ſo near her Majeſty?s Heart, and whid 
She bad ſo often declar'd herſelf Concerned tt 
ſecure; One, whoſe being placd in that hig] 
Poſt, gave Joy to the true Lovers of their Coun 
try, and proved a great Mortification to thoſe o 
the Pretender's Faction: Becauſe he foreſa w hot 
great a Change was ſoon to be made among us 
and how neceſſary it was that a Perſon in who 
his preſent Maicſt could-confide,. ſhould be i 
a high Poſt in 10 critical a Conjuncture. Fo 
ſoon after, ſuch was the Will and Pleaſure of th 
Great Lord of Life, Her late e was gathe 
ed to her Fathers. 

An affecting Proof this, of the Anafemablend 

of char Advice of the Oy" _ wot Loans 


Pyinces, nor in the Son bf Man, in wha there 
0 help, his Breath goeth forth, he returneth to 
i Earth: in that very day his Thoughts periſh (p). 
or then when the Favourites ha ve loſt that where: 
their great Strength lies, they become like other 
en; their Hopes and ExpeCtations fail them. 

That upon which they valued themſelves, and 
pending upon which they tranſgreſſed all the 
zules of Decency in their Behaviour towards 
tthers, and treated with Inſolence and Contempt 
en of the greateſt Merit, when ſtanding in the 
ay of their Deſigns, in an inſtant vaniſhes, and 
ea ves them inked and defenceleſs, expoſed to the 
uſt Indignation of thoſe whom they have abuſed. 
or it holds good with reſpect to all the Dead, the 
Freateſt as well as the Meaneſt, that their love and 
heir hatred, and their envy is now periſhed : nei- 
her have they any more a portion for ever, in any 
hing that is done undev the Sun (J). bein 
Thong he periſh: Their Projects and Deſigns are ve. 
ycommonly buried in the Duſt with them: Thoſe 
hat ſucceed in their place, have quite different 
ews of Things, and perhaps take a pleaſure in 
lefeat ing the Deſigns which their Predeceſſors had 
brmed. A new Sett of Politicians appears upon 
he Stage: All turn their Eyes to the riſing Sun, 
Ind thoſe who were before the Envy, become 
ben the Scorn of all. In no caſe does the Effi- 
acy of that Curſe pronounced by the Prophet 
jeremiah in the Name of the Lord, more fre- 
ee 7 "quently 
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(p) Pal. wi. 2, 4. (9) Ecclef. iz. 6. 
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brave and wile Men were uſed, under whoſe Ad 
miniſtration the A ffairs of the Nation flouriſh'd 
and proſper'd ſo long; How extremely our an 


) Il. Fvite 3, 6, 


quently and remarkably appear than in this; 


| Ci 

runs thus, Curſed be the Man that trufteth in Mir & 
and maketh ' Fleſh his eArm, and whoſe Heart 1: þ 
artet h from the Lord. For he ſhall be like the Heat a 
in he Deſert, and ſhall not ſee when good cometh v 
But ſhall inhabit the parched places in the Wilt e 
neſo, in a Salt Land; and not inhabited (r). d 
HFHaving laid to Heart, as we ought, that awful i 
Event which led on this great Change, let us con: 
ſider a little how compleat and extenſive it is; I 
Kingdom is turned about; a new King fits uponlif t 
the Throne: The Adminiſtration is in new Hand, o 
Old Things are paſſing away, and all Things at 
becoming new. A ſtrange Changethis! which w d 
cannot behold without Wonder, When we call iq 
Mind, How great a Party in the Nation ſeemedtofiff t 
have ſet their Faces upon the Pretender to make y 
him King; what barefac'd Attempts were made 0 
to weaken the. Title of his preſent Majeſty ; With I 
what; freedom the Pretender's Emiſſaries were j 
permitted to come into the Nation 3 What ju c 
Fears and Jealouſies hereupon, 'poſſefs*d the mol 7 
hearty and zealous Friends of the Proteſtant Sue r 
ceſſion; How coldly and contemptuouſſy our mol b 
faithful Allies, the Guarantees: of that Succeſſion ; 
Were treated by Multitudes among us; How un: 
gratefully, ſcandalouſly, and barbarouſly thoſq i 
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cient Adverſary, ho had cheriſhed the Pretender 
for many Years in his Dominions, was careſs'd; 
And in a Word, what Pains were taken to undo 
all that had been done by the wonderful Succeſſes . 
which God granted us in the late War : For what 
can one infer from all this, but that the Preten- 
| der*s Faction in the Nation judged themſelves, as 
indeed they were eſteemed or ſuſpeCted by others, 
to be ſtrong ? If they had not flatter'd themſelves, 
with the Thoughts of their Numbers, what meant 
their Inſolence and Haughtineſs, their contemptu- 
ous and outragious Treatment of the Friends of 
the preſent Settlement? But now we ſee the King- 
dom ſo turned about in an inſtant, that thoſe, 
who but a few Months or Weeks before, fell in 
the moſt readily with the Meaſures that moſt fa- 
vour'd the Pretender's ExpeQtation, affect to blot 
out the Memory of what js paſt, by their zealous 
Declaration of their Satisfaction in His preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. What was faid 
of the 1/raehtes when God deliver'd them out of 
ft, by ſmiting the Firſt-born of Egypt, which 
raiſed ſuch a great Cry among the Fgyptians, may 
be applied to the Friends of the Houſe of Han- 
per at the time of this Turn, that 20 a Dog mo- 
ved his Tongue againſt them, no Diſturbance be- 
Ing Taiſed in the great City of the Nation. The 
awful Hand of Providence ſtruck a Terror into its 
moſt audacious. Adverſaries; and there, where 
not long ſince one of his Family was not admit, 
Mp appear, are his Majeſty's Enemies ready to 
catch at an Opportunity to lay themſelves pro- 
ſtrate at his Feet. ; i Cy 
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Al which ſerves to give us further Evidence 
how much better it is to put truft in the Lord, thay 
0 put confidence in Man (). The Hearts of al] 
Men are in God's Hands, and he turns them as 
the Rivers of Water. When the Prince's Favour 
fails, an inſolent Favourite ſoon finds himſelf for- 


Y 
0 
c 
\ 
h 
faken of even his own Creatures themſelves, ang Mi 
as left alone to bear the Diſgrace which his Inſolence Il? 
= deſerves. Raiſe we therefore our Minds above t 
11 all Earthly Dependencies, and fix we our Truſt in Wl * 
(1-8 that God who is King over all, whoſe Kjngdom [ 
mw endureth for ever, and who neither will nor can . 
9 forſake thoſe that put their Truſt in him. Whey n 
= Father and my Mother forſake me, (faith the Pſal. Wl © 
[51 miſt) then will the Lord take me up (t). When M* 
=_ thoſe, from whom we think we have Reaſon to i * 
Sl expect moſt, caſt us off, the Lord's Care will be Iſh © 
=_ over us, neither ſhall we be delivered up to the I! 
9 4 Will of our Enemies. God can ſoon make a Way il { 
1H for thoſe who put their Truſt in him, to eſcape k 
8 out of their greateſt Difficulties, and cauſe even Ml ? 
#548 their Enemies to be at peace with them; fo that b 
$23 the Cauſe of Goodneſs and Truth ought never to Il ? 
1.18 be given up as a deſperate Cauſe. © © 1 
14 But ouf Truſt in God in the moſt trying Times t 
A will be more confirmed, if we take notice of the I * 
418 Suddenneſsand Surprizingneſsof this Turn which 
1 the Kingdom has taken. Let us al ways wait upon I © 
4H theLord, and be of poor Courage: For the Times Iſl © 
1 and Seaſons are in his Hands, and he chuſes al- 7 
I | 0 3 e | 
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ways the moſt proper Time to bring about his 
own Deſigns in. This Change came when leaſt 
expected; when thoſe our Enemies, the Pretender 
whom we feared, and his Faction among us, be- 
haved themſelves moſt inſolently; hen they 
ſem'd to think of nothing, but dividing the Spoil, 
and fatisfying their Luſt on the true Patriots of 
the Nation, and were ſo thoughtleſs of a Turn, 
as to crumble into Parties among themſelves, a- 
bout dividing the Prey. When the Hopes of the 
true Friends of our Country, were become /ike 
the giving up of the Ghoſt, and they were under 
the utmoſt Apprehenſion, of being overwhelmed 
with a Deluge of Popery and Krbitrary Power; 


when after the ſinking of our Trade, we expected 


our Religion and Liberty to be ſacrificed to the 
Pride and Ambition of our Enemies; in a word, 
hen our Caſe was ſuch; as that nothing could 
keep us from fainting, but our Hope to ſee the Sal - 
vation of God; then did God appear, and ſhew 
himſelf to be above our Enemies in the Thing, 
and at the Time wherein they dealt moſt proudly. 
This Turn came upon them at a Time,: when 
they feem'd the leaſt guarded againſt it, and con- 
kquently put them into the utmoſt Confuſion. 
The Hopes of the Pretender were extreamly 
rarſed : He began to make Preparations for main- 
taining his Title. The Inſtances of her late Ma- 
jelty, (tho? made upon the Solicitation of both 
Houſes of Parliament,) to a little Prince, who 
cheriſhed and protected the Pretender in his Domi- 
nion, proved ineffectual. Her Majeſty's Subjects 
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were decoyed out of her Dominions into his Ser- 
vice; and yet it vas almoſt become à Crime to be 
apprehenſive of any Danger from him. The 
Tools of his Faction were directed to banter our 
Fears and Apprehenſions, and lull us aſleep at 
the very Time when they were lay ing us out to 
be made a Sacrifice. Then did the Lord appear, 
and When we were like them tlat dream turn 
again our Captivity, and deliver'd us not into the 
Hands of thoſe Who were ready to devour us. 
Thus does God convince us, that he that watches 


wt 


over Iſrael, neither flumbers nor. fleeps (u). We 


are in an inſtant convinc'd, that except the Lord 
build the Houſe, they labour in vain that build it; 
except the Lord keep the City, the Watchman 
Wa %%% %%% ar noigt 5 
Why then ſhould we fret becauſe of Evil-doers, 
or become envious at the Workers of. Iniquity, 
which are ſo eaſily cut down like the Graſs, and 
ſo ſoon withered like the green Herb? I have 


ſeen, faith the Pſalmiſt, the Wicked in great Power, 


and ſpreading himſelf like a green Tree planted in 
its own Soil. Tet he paſſed away,: 1 lo he was 
act: Tea, I ſought him, but he could not be found ()). 


He is no more what he was, the Object of 


gur Terror. His Deſigns prove abortive, and 
himfelf is fallen into Diſgrace and Contempt. The 
Stone (ſaith the Pfalmilt) which the Builders re- 
fuſed,. is become the Head Stone of the , Cor- 
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N And this ma N ſatisfy us, that it is i. | 
s beſt totruſt in the Lovd, and do goodchatever 
gerte we may labour under for a While in 
ing ie. Mark the perfect Man, and'behold the 
gr z forthe end of that Man is Peace,” But 
be ſrawſgreſſors ſhall be' deſtroyed togotbav, aud 
be en of the wicked ſhall be cut off of Cage 

Thus am blo fallen upon t fee Thing : 
tbe able with n to cas great Turn, wh 
if how! great Conſequence it has proved. And here 
tis enough to ſay, King George, a Prince Re- 
owned for his Wiſdom, Courage and teddy Con- 
ern for the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, 
reigns 3 Prince of the Illuſtrious Houſe: « Ha- 

fills the Throne of Great Britain, none as 

ret daring to declare their DifſatisfaQtion.''' The 
rue Friends of the Proteſtant Religion are here- 
y made eaſy. Our Hopes that the Glory and Cre- 
It of Great Britain will be retrieved, are revived. 
bur Affairs are now in the Hands of thoſe, who 
vill neither be the Slaves nor the Bubbles of a 
Foteign' Prince. The Troublers of 1/racl are put 
to Confuſion. The Nation is in a'fair way to 
e Things placed in a true Light. Aſter ſo ma- 
by dejecring Thoughts, after fo many juſt Fears 
aud Jealouſies as we had entertained n reſpe& 
to our: on Caſe, we have found God: himſelf 
lefeating the Defigns of our Enemies againſt us. 
Aſter all the Hardſhips put upon us, after the ſe- 
rae ren made upon ye deat 
nn 521 76D! | | plae 
OTOL] — er ere mere rr ner ener — u 
« (ﬆ Pſal, cxvili. 22. (a) Pla, xxxvil. 37; 28. 
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placed under the Protection of his preſent M he 
jeſty, are permitted to ſerve God Without Fey 
of Adverſary; not being now expoſed: to th 
Spleen and Rage of a ſenſleſs Mob, which th 

_ -Popiſh Faction and their Abettors had ſpirited y 
againſt: us for our firm Reſolution, whater 
Hardſhips we under went, to ſerve God accord 
ing to the Light of our on Minds, and not t 

give into any Meaſures deſtructive of tlie Prote 
Feat s or inconſiſtent with the Libert 

or Proſperity of our Count 7. 

Oh may we be perſuaded to break off our Sin 
by Righteouſneſs, that theſe may not baffle ou 
Hopes and Expectations; that our preſent happ 
Settlement may be. Eſtabliſhed and Confirmed. 
and the Laws made about it in her late Majeſty's 
Reign, and the Reign of her glorious Predeceſſot 
King Milliam, till take place, that lateſt Poſte: 
rity may enjoy the happy Effects thereof. May 
e continually ſtrige, by the Uprightneſs and 
Peaceableneſs of our Bebaviaur, and the Loyal. 
ty of our Actions, to give yet further and furthe 
Proofs, own unreaſonable the Clamours are 
which our Enemies have raiſed againſt us, as if 

We were Enemies to all Government in general 

or to the Monarchy of Great Britain in particular, 
3. I proceed now to the laſt thing obſervable, 
with reſpect tothis Change, the Author of it, who 
gave ſuch a Turn to the Kingdom, The Loyd. The 
Lagoon Was hi from the Lord. The which 
Words may very juſtly be applied to the Caſe be- 
fare us, that of hi eſent Majeſty. It was on 
i.. MvEznalzl9 (+) 7; Airs tx17WDO 
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o gere him the Right, and opened him a 
may to ſucceed to the Crown of theſe Realms of 
beat Britain and Ireland. © 
God I fay) gave liim a Right to the King, 
om. Solbmom, the King ſpoken of in the Text, 
moyed his Kingdom by a Divine Right, in the 
trifteſt Senſe of the Word. Becauſe (as T have 
ready obſerved) God appointed him by Name 
ofucceed his Father Davra, and ſent a Prophet 
oinform David of it, fo that the People of 1/rael 
ere bound in Obedience to the expreſs Com- 
and of God, to ſubmit to him as King, 
But tho? that cannot be ſa id of any King now 
pon Earth; yet I think a very little Conſidera- 
on of the Matter may ſerve to ſatisfy us, that 
he Kingdom is his preſent Majeſty's from the 
Lord, and his Power 15 to be ſubmitted to, 'as an 
2, good wb HY 
Government in the general, is readily own'd 
to be of God, becauſe without it, Societies could' 
dot ſubſiſt, and the Affairs of Mankind would 
eral into the utmoſt Confuſion ; whereas God is a 
God of Order. But that God has not tied Men up 
6 any particular Form of Government, is plain 
from hence, that he hath given us no ſpecial Re- 
relation about that Matter; and withour a ſpe- 
al Revelation, it would be impoſfible to'know , 
which is the true Form, ſuppofing that only one 
yere the right. Wherefore, the particular Forms 
ef Government muſt beown'd tobe human Crea. 
e. tures, as St. Peter calls them, or Ordinances of 
Men, made in purſuance of God's Ordinance, 
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about the neceſſity. of Government in gener 
Men are by Nature made ſociable Creature, 
and when they live in Society, the Neceſſitis 
of their Nature require, that Government an 
Order ſhould. be kept up among them, or thy 
the natural Power lodged in each. particul 
Perſon; ſhould: be placed under the Direct ion 
ſome one or more Perſons, to be uſed for the Goo 
of the Society. But whether this Power {hal 
be truſted with one or more, muſt be determine 
by Human Prudence, weighing well what Form 
Government will ſuit beſt the Temper and 
Humour, the Neceſſity. and Convenience of tle 
People that have join'd together in one Society; 
becauſe the End of their being join*d. together, 
is to ſecure the Lives, the 1 NA and Pro. 
perties of all the particular Members of the 50. 
ciety, as far as is conſiſtent with the Safety 0 
the whole Body. And as the Form of Govern- 
ment is left undetermined, fo it cannot be pre- 
tended, that God by a particular Nomination las 
conveyed the Power of Governing to any parti. 
cular Man, or Number of Men; for where can 
; * 5 vine Revelation be produced for. that pur- 
ole What particular Perſon or Perſons there. 
fore ſhall be trufted with the Supreme Power, is 
left to the Prudence: of particular Nations, or 
+ Bodies of Men to determine, But where a regu- 
lar Society, is already formed, and has ſubſiſted 
for many Years, or Ages, common Senſe and 
Reaſon will oblige Men not to depart, but in a 
Cale. of the utmoſt Neceſſity, from 
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Rules and wholeſome Cuftoms, which long Uſage 
expedient, and belt fuited to their Circumſtances 
and Situation in the World. When therefore, in 
ohedience to the Voice of common Senſe and Rea - 
ſon, and the Dictates of Experience, a Nation 
chuſes or accepts of any one or more to rule over 
them; to make ſuch wiſe and wholeſome Laws 
25 are for the good of the Community, and to 


take care about the Execution of them when 


made; fuch Perſons may be ſaid to enjoy their 
Office by a Divine Right. A Title ſupported by 


common Senſe and Reaſon, muſt be own'd to be of 


God, and in ſubmitting to it, we cannot reaſonably 


doubt, but that we have the Divine Approbation. 
the Blood 


Nowy his preſent Majeſty, who is 
Royal, tho? not the eldeſt Branch of the Royal 
Family, is placed upon the Throne by this Nati» 
on, acting in purſuance of the Principles of com- 


mon Senſe and Reaſon, and agreeably to the Cu- 


ſtoms of their Anceſtors in Ages paſt, and the 
Laws of this Realm; wherefore his Authority 
muſt be own'd to be an Ordinance of God. Now 
it appears from the Hiſtory of Ages paſt, that 


our Anceſtors, tho? they Lanny kept to one 
1 5 


Family, when they fixed aà Prince upon the 
Throne, yet did not think themſelves ſo confinꝰd 


or reſtrainꝰd, as to be bound always to fix upon 


the eldeſt Branch of that Family; ſo far as appear 


from their Pract ice and the Precedents they have 


left us. They always acted as if they eſteemed the 
chene 
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tations as a Parliament thinks fit. ud he Wh 
ſhall aſſt ert that the Rings and Queens of this Reah 
with Authority of Parliament, are not able to mal 
Laws of ſufficient Force tolimit and bind the Crow 
of this Realm, and the Deſcent, Limitation,” Inb. 
ritance and Goverument thereof, and publiſh hj 
eAſertion in Print or Writing, is now byanexprel 
Law declared guilty of 2 Treaſon. Whereforg 
his preſent Majeſty being I'd upon the Throne 
in purſuance of divers Acts of Parliament, which 
have limited the Deſcent of the Crown ſo, as to 
exclude Papiſts from reigning over us, he muſt he 
acknowledged to fit there by a Divine Right; be. 
cauſe he is placed there by thoſe who had a Right 
by the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, 
to ſettle the Crown upon him. Wherefore we arc 
bound to bear true Faith and Allegiance to him, 
in obedience to a Divine Command, which faith, 
Submit your ſehves tu everyOrdinance of Man, (in 
 elfiganiny ries) every Creature of Man, for the Lord 
| fake: whether it be to the Ning as fupream, or un. 
70 Governors, as unto them that are ſent by him far 
the puniſhment of Evil. doers, and for the praiſe of 
them that do well Y. He is to be owned as one 
ſent of God, tho the Power be conveyed into 
his Hands by the Mediation of Men. 
And as God hath given him a Right tothe King- 
dom, ſo the Hand of Providence opened his Way 
to it; God having taken to himſelf her late Ma- 
jeſty of Bleſſed Memory, upon her Demiſe the 
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Town, according to the Laws in that behalf 
bade, devolved upon him. It is the Lord that 
le, and the Lord that makes alive (H. There is 
Man that hath Power over the Spirit to retain 
be Spirit; neither hath he Power in the Day of 
Death : and there is no Diſcharge in that War (eq. 
ind) conſidering © the Time and Circumſtances 
hich attend this great Event, ve cannot ſure 
ut own, that God hath: by his Providence fa - 
oured the Juſtice of his Majeſty's Title, it hap- 
xening then when his Enemiesflatter'd themſelves 
ith the greateſt Hopes of Succeſs, | and ſeemed 
y the Manner of their Behaviour, to be leaſt 
pprehenfive of a Turn in their Disfavour. 
Thus is the Kingdom put into his Hands by the 
Hand of Providence, and therefore in the moſt pro- 
per Seaſon. For what is done by the immediate 
Hand of Providence, without Man's Interpoſiti 
on, muſt certainly be owned to be well and wiſe- 
Iydone.: For whorſhall:attribute Folly to God, 
pho-bringeth to nothing the M iſdom of- the Wiſe, and 
the Underſtanding of the rade. 
May we then continually ſtand in awe of that 
God: who has given us ſo many awful Inſtances of 
bis Power over us, and particularly in the Remo- 
val of two Perſons, ſo ſoon after One another, 
who were ofſuch Figure and Conſideration in the 
Chriſtian World, upon whom the Eyes of all Eu- 
fe have been for divers Years fixed; 'T mean her =. 
yet, and che hieRrioces e Ble Yi 
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